REFORT ON THE ARMakK RIVER 
by Dick Davidson 


on July 6, 1985, prairie paddlers from south Dakota took a chartered 
flight to Wuskox Rapids on the Back River. They descended the Back 

o Garry Lake, made a watershed crossing and descended the armark 

iver to its mouth on queen Maud Gulf. The party included Mike Eassing, 
ick Davidson, D.J. Huntly and Todd Furtell, all of sioux Falls. On 
ugust 17, 1985 they tock a chartered flight from the gulf to Cambridge 
| Bay on Victoria Island. The party and their canoes returned to 
Yellowknife, the location of their car and trailer, via commerical 

® flights. The charter ingress and egress was vy wingle Otter with the 

Me canoes tied to the pontoons. 


f Since there are a numoer of reports on tne Back Hiver, this report 
i Will deal only with the crossing and the descent of the armark Hiver. 


| me Back will only be mentioned as it relates to the total trip. 


f THE BaCK RIVuR 

| Day 2 through Day 21 was spent descending the Back to Upper Garry 

lake, while being hampered by wind and rain. This was a wet year 
including 84-85 winter snow cover. The stage of the Back was exception- 
@lily high. in fact the stage was rising as the trip progressed. The 
excessive wetness of the year removed any need to hurry to the crossing 
area and the upper stretches of the Armark kiver before low waters 

set in. Before the trip we considered tail-gating the ice breakup. 


BAST ACTIVITY IN THE AREA BETWEEN THR BACK'S "GkhaT LAKES" AND QUEEN 
Ia UD_GULF 

from thousands of years before the Vikings reached North america to 
the mid 1950s, a sparse population of Inuits lived in and/or roamed 
through this area. some Inuits even made trips all the way from tne 
Arctic coast to the arkilinik Kiver in the south in quest of wood. 

The Arkilinik is now called.ovy the Dene name, Thelon. In april of 
1902, David T. Hanbury passed through this area py dog team while 

De ing aided. by Inuit guides. Hanbury reported that he reached the 
ack by way of the Buchanan River Valley, now called the Consul niver, 


and crossed the Back at Felly Lake. Looking at Hanoury's day by day 


md looking at a modern topographic map at the same time, it becomes 
Pparent the he followed a river, named the Morse in 1985, and crossed 
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Upper Garry Lake. In the late 1940s and early 1950s Father Buliard 
traveled with Inuits though this and other areas of the barrens. 
Reading about dog team travel is interesting but it does not give 
substantive aid to summer canoe trip planning. 


Wwe found no canoe travel through the area. We did hear of two groups 
that attempted to reach jueen Wiaud Gulf from tne Back River but 
Pevturned to the Back due to low waters in the crossing area. we did 
find two reports of travel to the aretic coast west of the urea we 
were considering. John Lentz and party did the Baillie-Lllice in 


i972 and the Bullen-terry in 1981. 


WaJOR FOsolBib IMFLDIwANTS 

A dry year or period would make a crossing to the Armark and the 
negotiation of the upper stretches into a serious problem. Lakes 

435 and 251 could be an ice problem. (1 am following the custom of 
referring to unnamed lakes by their elevation abeve sea level. In 
Boe case of this report it is in terms of feet and off of 1:250,000 
maps.) While viewing EROS satellite photos of the northern barrens, 
the vast majority of lakes went from fully ice covered to an 

ice free stute as the seuson progressed. at the same time two of 
armark's lakes, 455 and 251, remained fully ice covered throughout the 
viewing. There was a photo gap after July 51 in both 19743 and 1974, 
the two shooting years. Brush pilots report that all of the lakes in 
the area have a yearly breakup. In 1985 we expected an early ice 
breakup and we got it. 


GARRY Laks 
Day 22. To a sand beach in the Nw corner. after 41 miles of travel. 


WATERSHED CROSSING 

Day 23. A day layover. Start up a stream with connecting lakes. 

Up stream lining (tracking) and wading needed to ascend areas of drop. 
Stopped by non-negotiable N wind after 4 hours. 

Day 24. Strong but negotiable W wind. Reach Lake 514 after more 
lining and wading. Cross 514 using islands for wind protection. 

From the N end of 514, we ascended a small stream for less than a 
mile. A warm and sunny evening with a strong wind. Great for 
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niring gear. 

Mmiy2>. A*¥short, paddle followed by up stream lining. Then wading. 
mpout half way between 515 and Armark Lake, portaging with some 

small lake travel was used to reach armark Lake. Tne wind was 
memcilline for those carring, canoes. Except for canoe portaging 

in the wind on the third day, it was aneasy crossing at the high 
Wier stage of 1985. There was some dampening rain each of the three 


@ays, out each of them also had some uplifting sunshine. 


Meeeeo. Followed the west shore. Wind and swells were a mid day 
problem. Camped just after entering the Armark Kiver next to a 


nigh fail... Apereat,view from the, top. 


|ARMARK RIVER 

Day fee Siner ty cay wath a.ftishine layover in the F.M. Fish fry in 
evening With one grayling and a number of lake trout. We canoed only 
mee emiles. Three rapids. <All low... Lined the first and portaged 
the other two. 

May cS. Numerous rapids and riffles. Ali shallow. lined one and 
Yan the rest with an occasional step out and pushoff. at a cascades, 
We ran a short right channel, took some flat water and portaged. we 
camped less than a mile pelow the cascades (near the first a in the 
word Armark on map 66K). It was a cold day. a Nw wind pushed us 

Sri course in some rapids. 

Day 29. We reached lake 455. stopped pecause of a non-negotiable 

N wind. No ice was seen on this lake, thalLwas solid’ ace wi years 

moda > day earlier as per satellie photo. We had lined two rapids 
ma fone ending of a third. .The rest were run. it started as a 
Bool, rainy day,and ended as a mild, partly choudy day. The upper 
Boreuches of the Armark:were no problem at the high water stage in 


2935 but could be a serious problem in a dry year or period. 


The next 6 days provided the most restraining weather of the trip. 


Day 50. Wind-blown day. Some rain. Cool. 

Day 41. Reached the second to the last marked rapids on map 66K. 
#his was our only day of significant progress in the six day period. 
lined one rapids and portaged to a campsite at the last. han the 


rest. A mild day with some rain in the ¥.M. 
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ay 52. The day arrived with rain and fog and quickly degenerated 


fith the appearance of a strong, northerly wind vearing intermittent 
mine and frigid air... The last marked rapids and the.only. rapids. in 
mas.short day was portaged. On this frigid day we did not scout 


me vapids for dining or running outtburned Po) Chea Omuate ws a Dpreak 


fo Warm up between two periods of paddling. arrived at the start 
if map 66h. 

lay 43. A wind-blown day with the canoes tied to rock outcroppings 
Jo Meevent their airborne departure. 


iveo4. We awoke with a layer of ice on the tents. A frigid, 


Bey 55. Ice again on the tents. Some freezing in calm waters. 26F. 


ime wind was negotiable and the sun was starting to oreak out. One 


i 
i 


portage and one combination of lining and portaging. The rest were 


| 


ee the day. We just inched forward in the lake like areas and 


mee Lots of energy output produced a meager 8 miles of travel 


fmomepoint the swells had us portaging lake shore. The day ended 


tun a good sign. The sun was out and the temperature rose to OOF. 


ihe next four days surprised us. We had warm days with clear to 

mru.y cloudy skies and little wind. It was not only great by 

irctic standards but py any standards. shirts came off for sun 
panning. Pomeres 1b" LOOK the sound of the sandhill crain or whe sight 


Mecaribou along the shore, to remind us that we were still north of 


‘meee circle. 


Wey 26. We started with a portage of a shallow rapids and ran the 


| é WT . : i! 

Meet! une Grops to bake 251. No ice on the water, some remanents 
Me shore. Crossed the lake. Han several rapids. wade a long 
| 


portage (a heavy and constricted drop plus some rapids just avove). 


tan three more sets. We camped at a Site that was between the letters 
N and C in the word SANCTUARY on the map. 

Way 37. We started with a short cut portage (a heavy and constricted 
ir op , whos waters bounced off a right wall, plus a number shallow 
rapids in succession below). During the day we made one lining 


land ran the rest. We stopped a mile north of 67°50". 
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ny OO. Pivemporvuaces ond “one dining. The rest was run. Some of 


he rapids were cascades. Camped at the second to last marked rapids 
mccries of Small faile). The ocean was in°view from 4 neienboring 
bill. 

ay 29. A run and a lining. Final Campsite. Just avove the area 
bere the river divides into channels and about 1% miles from the ocean 
y way of the right channel. aA good aircraft landing area at all 
ides. Storms of verticle development in the evening marked the 

hd of the warm, pleasant weather. 

BYS moend Sie Canocea and hiked to the ocean. Built a note cairn 

p ea Pocky hill overlooking the west shore and the lower end of an 
Bland. Die wees tiecy Ol a ite beng Ting cam oe found further inland 
Pon mee, COTM ee rips FO tie Sea revealed two Inuit pylons. 


ays 42 and 43. Waited for our chartered pickup. 


)Tonn INFORMATION 

Mhe area is bre-Camorian Shveld Bll the way to the sea. The mosquitoe 
| a 

hopulation jeparce on whe Armark in coneeast to the hoard, encountered 
hi Peeupecks "No clack flycproblems duming the full 44 days. anyone 
Wensidering Himermome snould thank More in terms of drop DO be 


hegotiated ana sampediments to be overcome rather than the usual miles 
ber Wey. Some 6: the rapids Have an obstructed ending. The Armark, 
like many rivers, will have a changing temerament with stage cnanges. 
Im cold days we portaged what we might have run or lined on warm days. 
st lining calls for some wading. The Toponymy Division has no file 
Meorigin for the name, Armark. Our guess is that it came from 
Mem-erk-tuk,\the name used by coastal Inuits during Hanoury'’s 1902 
Mieloration. YA permit, from the Canadian Wildlife Service, is needed 
tO pass through the Queen Maud Gulf Bird Sanctuary. Our boat were an 
Alumacraft Quetico 17C and a Wenonah Ww 11 BU. Our food weight, 


W@icluding packs, liners»and wraps, was 210 los. for the trip. 


HIGHLIGHTS 
Caribou and muskoxen beyond wildest expectations. The snow geese 
lee bird Sanctuary. Other wildlife sightings. Rugged terrain with 


merocropping rock. The cascades. 
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